
ib chemistry internal assessment ideas
ib chemistry internal assessment ideas are essential for students looking to excel in their
International Baccalaureate (IB) Chemistry course. The internal assessment (IA) is a critical
component of the IB curriculum, allowing students to demonstrate their understanding of chemistry
concepts through practical experiments and investigations. This article delves into a variety of IA
ideas, offering guidance on selecting topics that are not only engaging but also feasible and
scientifically rigorous. We will explore different categories of IA ideas, considerations for choosing
the right one, and tips for structuring your assessment effectively.
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Understanding the IB Chemistry Internal Assessment

The IB Chemistry Internal Assessment is an individual investigation that accounts for 20% of the
final grade in the Chemistry course. It allows students to conduct an experiment or study that
interests them, providing an avenue to apply theoretical knowledge in a practical context. The IA is
assessed based on specific criteria, including personal engagement, exploration, analysis,
evaluation, and communication. Understanding these criteria is crucial for selecting an appropriate
topic and structuring the assessment effectively.

Students are encouraged to choose topics that not only pique their interest but also allow for in-
depth exploration and analysis. The investigation must be original and should reflect the student’s
capability to use scientific methods to arrive at conclusions. The ability to document the process
accurately and reflect on the findings is equally important.

Categories of IB Chemistry Internal Assessment Ideas

When brainstorming IB Chemistry internal assessment ideas, it’s helpful to categorize them into
specific themes. This organization can streamline the selection process and ensure a comprehensive
exploration of chemistry topics. Common categories include:



Physical Chemistry - Investigating the physical properties and behaviors of chemical
substances.

Organic Chemistry - Exploring the structure, properties, and reactions of organic
compounds.

Inorganic Chemistry - Focusing on the properties and behavior of inorganic compounds.

Analytical Chemistry - Examining techniques for analyzing substances, such as titrations or
chromatography.

Environmental Chemistry - Studying the chemical processes occurring in the environment
and their impacts.

Physical Chemistry

Physical chemistry encompasses various concepts that can lead to intriguing internal assessments.
Students might explore reaction rates, thermodynamics, or equilibrium dynamics. For example, an
investigation could involve measuring how temperature influences the rate of a chemical reaction,
providing valuable insights into kinetic theory.

Organic Chemistry

Organic chemistry offers a plethora of possibilities for investigation. Students can examine the
outcomes of different reaction conditions on the yield of a particular synthesis or study the effects of
various catalysts on reaction efficiency. A common project might involve synthesizing esters and
analyzing their properties and potential uses.

Inorganic Chemistry

Inorganic chemistry can lead to fascinating experiments, such as the synthesis of coordination
compounds or the study of transition metal complexes. Investigating the color change in different
oxidation states of a metal ion in solution can provide a visually stimulating and scientifically rich IA
topic.

Analytical Chemistry

Analytical chemistry lends itself well to practical investigations. Students could design an
experiment to determine the concentration of a solution using titration methods or explore the



effectiveness of different chromatography techniques in separating substances. These topics not
only demonstrate analytical skills but also the application of chemistry in various fields.

Environmental Chemistry

With growing concerns about environmental issues, many students are drawn to environmental
chemistry. Investigating the impact of pollutants in local water sources or analyzing soil samples for
contaminants can provide meaningful insights. This area allows students to engage with real-world
problems, making their investigations more relatable and significant.

Choosing the Right Internal Assessment Idea

Choosing the right topic for the IB Chemistry internal assessment can be a daunting task. However,
focusing on a few key considerations can simplify the decision-making process. Here are some steps
to guide students in selecting an appropriate idea:

Interest and Passion: Choose a topic that genuinely interests you. Your enthusiasm will
reflect in your work.

Feasibility: Ensure that the experiment can be conducted with the resources and time
available. Consider safety protocols and ethical implications.

Scientific Relevance: The topic should align with the chemistry syllabus and allow for a
comprehensive exploration of concepts.

Originality: Aim for a unique angle on a common topic. Originality can make your IA stand
out.

Structuring Your Internal Assessment

Once a topic has been chosen, structuring the internal assessment is crucial for clarity and
coherence. The following structure is commonly recommended:

Introduction: Clearly state the research question and its relevance.

Background Information: Provide necessary theoretical context and literature review.

Methodology: Detail the experimental design, materials used, and procedures followed.

Data Collection: Present the data collected in a clear and organized manner, using tables and



graphs where appropriate.

Analysis: Analyze the data, looking for trends, patterns, and anomalies.

Conclusion: Summarize the findings, linking them back to the research question. Include
limitations and suggestions for further research.

References: Cite all sources used in the investigation.

Examples of High-Quality Internal Assessment Ideas

To inspire students, here are several specific ideas for IB Chemistry internal assessments that have
proven to be effective:

Investigating the effect of pH on enzyme activity: This experiment can explore how
different pH levels affect the rate of enzyme-catalyzed reactions.

Studying the impact of temperature on solubility: Determine how temperature alters the
solubility of various salts in water.

Comparing the effectiveness of natural vs. synthetic catalysts: Conduct experiments to
assess how different catalysts impact the rate of a specific reaction.

Analyzing the concentration of vitamin C in various fruit juices: This practical
investigation can use titration methods to quantify vitamin C levels.

Exploring the relationship between molecular structure and boiling point: Investigate
how variations in molecular structure influence the boiling points of organic compounds.

These examples illustrate the breadth of possibilities available to students. Each topic not only
adheres to the IB criteria but also allows for significant exploration and engagement with chemistry
concepts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the purpose of the IB Chemistry Internal
Assessment?
A: The purpose of the IB Chemistry Internal Assessment is to allow students to engage in scientific
inquiry by conducting an individual investigation that demonstrates their understanding of



chemistry concepts and skills.

Q: How long should the internal assessment be?
A: The IB Chemistry Internal Assessment should typically be between 6 to 12 pages long, including
all data, analysis, and references. However, the focus should be on quality rather than quantity.

Q: Can I collaborate with other students on my internal
assessment?
A: While collaboration on ideas is allowed, the internal assessment must be completed individually.
Each student is responsible for their own research question, methodology, and analysis.

Q: What criteria are used to assess the internal assessment?
A: The internal assessment is assessed based on five criteria: personal engagement, exploration,
analysis, evaluation, and communication, each contributing to the final score.

Q: How can I ensure my internal assessment is original?
A: To ensure originality, select a unique research question that has not been explored extensively.
Conduct thorough background research and consider personal interests and local issues to develop a
distinctive angle.

Q: What types of data can I include in my internal assessment?
A: You can include quantitative data, such as measurements and calculations, as well as qualitative
data, such as observations and descriptions of chemical behavior during experiments.

Q: Is it necessary to include a literature review in my internal
assessment?
A: While a formal literature review is not always necessary, providing background information and
referencing relevant studies can enhance the context and depth of your investigation.

Q: Can I modify my research question once I start my internal
assessment?
A: Yes, you can modify your research question as you progress through your investigation. However,
ensure that the changes still align with the criteria and feasibility of your project.



Q: What should I do if I encounter unexpected results during
my experiment?
A: If you encounter unexpected results, document them thoroughly and analyze them critically.
Discussing anomalies can demonstrate your analytical skills and understanding of the scientific
process.

Q: How should I present my findings in the internal
assessment?
A: Present your findings clearly using graphs, tables, and concise explanations. Ensure that your
analysis directly addresses your research question and supports your conclusions.
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