
ap calculus frq 2019
ap calculus frq 2019 represents a significant segment of the Advanced
Placement (AP) Calculus exam, specifically focusing on free response
questions (FRQs) from the year 2019. This article delves into the structure
of the FRQs, their educational importance, and the types of problems
presented in 2019. By analyzing these questions, students can gain insight
into effective problem-solving strategies and the core concepts emphasized on
the exam. This guide will cover the format of the AP Calculus exam, a
detailed review of the 2019 FRQs, common themes and techniques, scoring
guidelines, and tips for preparation.
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Understanding the AP Calculus Exam
The AP Calculus exam is divided into two main sections: multiple choice and
free response. The free response section is crucial as it assesses students'
ability to apply calculus concepts in a variety of contexts. This section
typically includes a range of problems requiring justification and
explanation of solutions, which reflects real-world applications of calculus.
The 2019 exam maintained this structure, presenting students with both
differential and integral calculus questions, which are essential topics
within the curriculum.

The Structure of the Exam
The AP Calculus exam consists of two main parts: Section I, which includes
multiple-choice questions, and Section II, which encompasses free response
questions. The free response section typically contains six questions,



divided into two parts: Part A, where students answer two questions with no
calculator, and Part B, where they answer four questions with the use of a
calculator allowed. This structure evaluates not only students' computational
skills but also their understanding of calculus concepts and their ability to
communicate mathematical reasoning.

Importance of Free Response Questions
Free response questions are integral to the AP Calculus exam as they allow
students to demonstrate deeper understanding and application of calculus
concepts. They require students to articulate their thought processes,
justify their answers, and apply various calculus techniques. This reflects
the expectations of college-level calculus courses, where students must not
only perform calculations but also explain their methodologies and
conclusions.

Overview of AP Calculus FRQs
Free response questions on the AP Calculus exam are designed to challenge
students and assess their understanding of key concepts. These questions
often require a combination of analytical thinking, problem-solving skills,
and the ability to express mathematical reasoning clearly. The 2019 FRQs
covered a variety of topics, including limits, derivatives, integrals, and
the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.

Key Topics in FRQs
Some of the key topics frequently addressed in the free response section
include:

Limits and Continuity

Derivatives and Their Applications

Integrals and Area Under Curves

Fundamental Theorem of Calculus

Differential Equations

Analysis of Graphs and Functions

These topics not only represent core calculus concepts but also reflect the
types of problems that students can expect to encounter on the exam.
Understanding these areas is essential for success in both the AP exam and
future calculus coursework.



Detailed Review of AP Calculus FRQ 2019
The 2019 AP Calculus FRQs presented a variety of challenges that required
students to apply their knowledge in multiple contexts. Each question was
crafted to assess specific skills and understanding of calculus principles.
Below is a breakdown of some notable questions and their themes.

Question 1: Limits and Continuity
This question involved evaluating a limit and determining whether a given
function was continuous at a specific point. Students were required to apply
limit laws and analyze the behavior of the function near the point of
interest. This question tested both computational skills and conceptual
understanding of limits.

Question 2: Derivatives and Applications
In this question, students were asked to find the derivative of a function
and interpret its meaning in the context of a real-world scenario. This
highlighted the necessity of understanding the relationship between a
function and its derivative, as well as how to apply these concepts in
practical situations. Students needed to demonstrate clear reasoning and show
their work to receive full credit.

Question 3: Integration and Area Under Curves
This question focused on calculating the area between two curves, requiring
students to set up and evaluate the proper integral. Understanding the limits
of integration and the process of setting up the integral was crucial for
success. This question emphasized the importance of precise notation and
accurate calculations.

Question 4: Differential Equations
Students were presented with a differential equation and tasked with finding
a particular solution. This question tested students' knowledge of separation
of variables and integration techniques, showcasing the application of
calculus in dynamic systems.

Common Themes and Techniques in the 2019 FRQs
Analyzing the 2019 FRQs reveals several common themes and techniques that
students should focus on. Understanding these can enhance problem-solving
strategies and improve performance on the exam.



Analytical Thinking
A recurring theme in the 2019 FRQs was the necessity for analytical thinking.
Students were often required to not only perform calculations but also
analyze results and draw conclusions based on their findings. This skill is
essential for tackling complex problems that may not have straightforward
solutions.

Clear Communication of Mathematical Reasoning
Another important aspect was the clear communication of mathematical
reasoning. Students needed to articulate their thought processes, justify
their answers, and provide explanations for each step taken in solving the
problems. This skill is critical for achieving high scores on the free
response section.

Scoring Guidelines for AP Calculus FRQs
The scoring of the AP Calculus FRQs is based on specific guidelines that take
into account both the correctness of answers and the clarity of explanations.
Each question is worth a designated number of points, with partial credit
available for incomplete or partially correct solutions.

Key Scoring Criteria
Some key criteria used in the scoring include:

Correctness of final answers

Justification and reasoning for each step

Clarity and organization of work

Use of proper mathematical notation

Appropriate application of calculus concepts

Familiarity with these criteria can help students understand what is expected
of them and how to maximize their scores on the exam.

Preparation Tips for Success
Effective preparation is essential for success on the AP Calculus exam,
especially in mastering the free response section. Here are some tips that



can aid students in their study efforts.

Practice with Past FRQs
One of the most effective ways to prepare is to practice with past FRQs,
including those from 2019. This allows students to familiarize themselves
with the format and types of questions asked. Practicing under timed
conditions can also help build confidence and improve time management skills
during the exam.

Develop a Study Schedule
Creating a structured study schedule can help students allocate adequate time
for each topic. This ensures that all key areas are covered and allows for
focused review sessions. Incorporating a mix of practice problems, concept
reviews, and group study can enhance understanding and retention.

Seek Help and Clarify Doubts
If there are concepts that remain unclear, students should seek help from
teachers, tutors, or study groups. Clarifying doubts promptly can prevent
confusion and ensure a solid understanding of calculus principles.

Conclusion
AP Calculus FRQ 2019 provides valuable insights into the expectations and
standards of the AP Calculus exam. By understanding the structure, key
topics, and scoring guidelines, students can better prepare for the
challenges of the free response section. Through practice, analytical
thinking, and clear communication of their reasoning, students can enhance
their performance and achieve their academic goals in calculus.

Q: What are the main topics covered in the AP
Calculus FRQ 2019?
A: The main topics included limits, derivatives, integrals, the Fundamental
Theorem of Calculus, and differential equations. Each question was designed
to assess various calculus concepts and applications.

Q: How important is the communication of reasoning



in AP Calculus FRQs?
A: Clear communication of reasoning is crucial in AP Calculus FRQs. Students
must articulate their thought processes and justify their answers to earn
full credit, as scoring is based not only on correctness but also on clarity.

Q: What strategies can help with preparing for AP
Calculus FRQs?
A: Effective strategies include practicing with past FRQs, developing a
structured study schedule, focusing on analytical thinking, and seeking help
for unclear concepts. These practices can enhance understanding and
performance.

Q: Are there specific scoring guidelines for the AP
Calculus FRQs?
A: Yes, scoring guidelines emphasize correctness, justification of answers,
clarity of communication, proper notation, and appropriate application of
calculus concepts. Familiarity with these criteria can improve scoring
potential.

Q: How can students practice for the AP Calculus
exam?
A: Students can practice by working through past FRQs, participating in study
groups, using AP review books, and solving practice problems under timed
conditions. This will help build familiarity and confidence.

Q: What role do derivatives play in the AP Calculus
FRQs?
A: Derivatives are a fundamental concept in calculus and are frequently
tested in FRQs. Students often need to find derivatives and apply them in
real-world contexts, making this topic essential for exam success.

Q: What are the benefits of practicing with past
FRQs?
A: Practicing with past FRQs helps students familiarize themselves with the
exam format, understand the types of questions asked, and improve their
problem-solving skills under timed conditions.



Q: How can students enhance their analytical
thinking for the exam?
A: Students can enhance analytical thinking by engaging with complex
problems, breaking them down into smaller parts, and practicing reasoning
through each step of their calculations and justifications.

Q: Is there a specific way to set up integrals in
FRQs?
A: Yes, it is important to carefully determine the limits of integration,
identify the functions involved, and set up the integral accurately to
reflect the problem's requirements. This precision is crucial for obtaining
the correct area or volume.
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