
northern arizona university biology
northern arizona university biology is a dynamic field of study that encompasses various aspects
of life sciences, offering students a comprehensive education that prepares them for diverse careers.
At Northern Arizona University (NAU), the biology program is designed to provide students with a solid
foundation in biological principles while encouraging hands-on experience and research opportunities.
This article will explore the biology program at NAU, including its academic offerings, research
facilities, career opportunities, and student experiences. By delving into these aspects, prospective
students can gain a clearer understanding of what to expect from the biology program at Northern
Arizona University.
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Overview of Northern Arizona University Biology
The biology program at Northern Arizona University is renowned for its rigorous curriculum and
commitment to student success. NAU offers a variety of undergraduate and graduate degrees in
biology, catering to the diverse interests and career goals of its students. The program emphasizes
both theoretical knowledge and practical skills, ensuring that graduates are well-equipped to thrive in
scientific and healthcare settings.

NAU is located in Flagstaff, Arizona, a city known for its stunning natural landscapes and proximity to
numerous national parks and forests. This unique environment provides biology students with access
to a diverse range of ecosystems, which can be advantageous for field studies and research projects.

Academic Programs in Biology
At Northern Arizona University, students can pursue several academic programs in biology, including
Bachelor of Science (BS) and Bachelor of Arts (BA) degrees. The curriculum is designed to cover
essential topics in biology while allowing for specialization in areas such as ecology, genetics,
microbiology, and cellular biology.



Undergraduate Programs
The undergraduate biology programs at NAU are structured to provide a comprehensive education.
Students can choose from various concentrations, including:

General Biology

Cell and Molecular Biology

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Microbiology

Environmental Biology

These concentrations enable students to tailor their education to their specific interests, preparing
them for further studies or careers in their chosen fields.

Graduate Programs
In addition to undergraduate degrees, NAU offers graduate programs in biology, such as a Master of
Science (MS) in Biology. The graduate curriculum often includes advanced coursework and research
opportunities, allowing students to engage in significant scientific inquiries and contribute to the field
of biology.

Graduate students at NAU benefit from mentorship by experienced faculty members, providing them
with valuable guidance and support as they navigate their research projects and career aspirations.

Research Opportunities
Research is a cornerstone of the biology program at Northern Arizona University. The university
encourages students to participate in research projects, which can enhance their understanding of
biological concepts and improve their practical skills. NAU boasts state-of-the-art laboratories and
facilities that support a wide range of biological research.

Research Facilities
NAU's biology department is equipped with modern laboratories that facilitate research in various
subfields of biology. Key facilities include:

Cell Culture Labs

Genomics and Proteomics Facilities

Ecological Field Stations



Microscopy and Imaging Suites

These facilities enable students to conduct experiments, analyze data, and collaborate with faculty on
groundbreaking research.

Student Involvement in Research
Students are encouraged to engage in research as early as their undergraduate studies. Opportunities
for involvement include:

Independent Research Projects

Internships with Faculty

Participation in Research Symposia

Collaborative Projects with Local Organizations

Through these experiences, students develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills
that are essential for success in scientific careers.

Career Pathways for Biology Graduates


