
nau biology progression plan
nau biology progression plan is a structured pathway designed to guide
students through the complexities of a biology degree at Northern Arizona
University (NAU). This plan outlines the necessary courses, prerequisites,
and progression strategies that help students navigate their academic journey
effectively. Understanding this progression plan is crucial for students
aiming to excel in their biology studies and prepare for careers in various
scientific fields. This article will delve into the specific components of
the nau biology progression plan, including course requirements, advising
resources, potential career paths, and strategies for success. By following
this guide, students can optimize their educational experience and ensure
they meet their academic goals.
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Understanding the Core Requirements

The nau biology progression plan begins with a comprehensive understanding of
core requirements that every biology major must fulfill. These requirements
are designed to provide a solid foundation in biological sciences, ensuring
students acquire the essential knowledge and skills needed for advanced
studies or careers in the field.

Core Courses

Students enrolled in the biology program at NAU must complete a set of core
courses that cover fundamental biological concepts. Typically, these courses



include:

Introduction to Biology I and II

General Chemistry I and II

Organic Chemistry

Biostatistics

Ecology

Cell Biology

Genetics

These courses are crucial for building a robust understanding of biological
systems and processes. Each course has prerequisites that students must
complete to ensure they are adequately prepared for advanced topics.

Laboratory Experience

Hands-on laboratory experience is an integral part of the nau biology
progression plan. Most core courses include a laboratory component that
allows students to apply theoretical knowledge in practical settings. This
experience is vital for developing skills in experimentation, data analysis,
and scientific reporting.

Elective Courses and Specialization

In addition to core requirements, students are encouraged to select elective
courses that align with their interests and career aspirations. Elective
courses provide opportunities for specialization within the field of biology,
allowing students to tailor their education to specific areas such as
molecular biology, environmental science, or microbiology.

Choosing Electives Wisely

When selecting elective courses, students should consider the following:



Personal interests in specific biological fields

Future career goals and required skills

Recommendations from academic advisors

Potential for interdisciplinary studies

By making informed decisions about elective courses, students can enhance
their educational experience and increase their employability in specialized
fields.

Advising and Support Resources

NAU provides a wealth of advising and support resources to assist biology
students throughout their academic journey. Engaging with these resources can
significantly impact a student's success and progression through the biology
program.

Academic Advisors

Each biology major is assigned an academic advisor who plays a crucial role
in guiding students through their course selections, ensuring they meet all
requirements, and helping them navigate the complexities of their degree.
Regular meetings with advisors are essential for:

Reviewing academic progress

Discussing career aspirations

Exploring internship and research opportunities

Planning for graduate school, if desired

Additional Support Services

In addition to academic advising, NAU offers various support services such as
tutoring, writing centers, and workshops on study skills. Utilizing these
resources can enhance students' learning experiences and improve their



academic performance.

Career Opportunities with a Biology Degree

A biology degree opens the door to numerous career opportunities across
various sectors. Graduates can pursue careers in healthcare, environmental
conservation, research, education, and biotechnology, among others.

Common Career Paths

Some of the common career paths for biology graduates include:

Healthcare professional (e.g., physician, nurse, physician assistant)

Research scientist in academic or industry settings

Environmental consultant

Biotechnology specialist

Science educator

Wildlife biologist

Furthermore, many biology graduates choose to continue their education in
graduate or professional schools, pursuing advanced degrees in fields such as
medicine, ecology, or molecular biology.

Strategies for Academic Success

To thrive in the nau biology progression plan, students should adopt
effective strategies that facilitate academic success and enhance their
learning experiences. These strategies will help students stay on track and
achieve their academic and career goals.

Time Management and Study Habits

Effective time management is crucial for balancing coursework, laboratory



work, and extracurricular activities. Students should develop a study
schedule that allocates dedicated time for each subject, ensuring they stay
organized and prepared for exams.

Engagement in Research and Internships

Participating in research projects or internships can provide invaluable
experience and enhance a student's resume. Engaging with faculty on research
initiatives or seeking out internships in related fields allows students to
apply their knowledge in real-world settings and build professional networks.

Conclusion

The nau biology progression plan is a vital framework that guides students
through their academic journey in the biological sciences. By understanding
core requirements, selecting appropriate electives, utilizing advising
resources, exploring career opportunities, and implementing effective
strategies for success, students can navigate their biology education with
confidence. This structured approach not only prepares students for their
future careers but also fosters a deeper appreciation for the complexities of
life sciences. Embracing the nau biology progression plan equips students
with the tools needed to thrive in their academic pursuits and beyond.

Q: What is the nau biology progression plan?
A: The nau biology progression plan is a structured pathway designed for
students pursuing a biology degree at Northern Arizona University, outlining
core requirements, elective options, and strategies for academic success.

Q: What core courses are required in the NAU biology
program?
A: Core courses typically include Introduction to Biology I and II, General
Chemistry I and II, Organic Chemistry, Biostatistics, Ecology, Cell Biology,
and Genetics.

Q: How can I choose the right elective courses?
A: When choosing electives, consider your personal interests, future career
goals, recommendations from academic advisors, and the potential for
interdisciplinary studies.



Q: What support services does NAU offer for biology
students?
A: NAU offers academic advising, tutoring, writing centers, and workshops on
study skills to support biology students throughout their academic journey.

Q: What career opportunities are available for
biology graduates?
A: Career opportunities include healthcare professionals, research
scientists, environmental consultants, biotechnology specialists, science
educators, and wildlife biologists.

Q: How important is laboratory experience in the
biology program?
A: Laboratory experience is crucial as it allows students to apply
theoretical knowledge, develop practical skills, and gain hands-on experience
in scientific research.

Q: What strategies can help ensure academic success
in the biology program?
A: Effective time management, developing strong study habits, engaging in
research and internships, and maintaining regular communication with academic
advisors are key strategies for success.

Q: Can biology graduates pursue advanced degrees?
A: Yes, many biology graduates choose to continue their education in graduate
or professional schools, pursuing advanced degrees in fields such as
medicine, ecology, or molecular biology.

Q: How often should I meet with my academic advisor?
A: It is advisable to meet with your academic advisor regularly, at least
once per semester, to review your academic progress and discuss course
selections and career plans.

Q: What role does research play in the biology
curriculum at NAU?
A: Research plays a significant role in the biology curriculum at NAU,
providing students with opportunities to engage in hands-on scientific



inquiry and gain valuable experience that enhances their education.
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