
nau biology department
nau biology department is a vital entity within Northern Arizona University, dedicated to advancing
the understanding of biological sciences. The department offers a comprehensive range of programs,
emphasizing research, education, and community engagement. With a diverse faculty and state-of-
the-art facilities, the NAU biology department prepares students for various careers in biology and
related fields. This article will explore the department's academic offerings, research opportunities,
faculty expertise, and the vibrant student community. Additionally, it will provide insights into the
department's contributions to the field of biology and its role in the broader academic landscape.
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Overview of the NAU Biology Department
The NAU biology department is committed to offering a robust education in the biological sciences.
Established with the mission to foster scientific inquiry and critical thinking, the department provides
students with the tools necessary to excel in various biological disciplines. The curriculum is designed
to challenge students while preparing them for the complexities of modern biology.

The department is strategically located in Flagstaff, Arizona, benefiting from the unique biodiversity of
the region. This location provides students with access to diverse ecosystems and opportunities for
field studies, enhancing their educational experience. The faculty members are dedicated to
mentoring students, guiding them through their academic journey, and encouraging them to engage
in research.

Academic Programs Offered
The NAU biology department offers a variety of academic programs tailored to meet the needs of its
students. These programs include undergraduate and graduate degrees, each designed to cater to
different career paths and interests within the biological sciences.



Undergraduate Programs
The undergraduate programs offered by the department include:

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Bachelor of Arts in Biology

Biology Secondary Education

Biology with Emphasis in Ecology and Evolution

Biology with Emphasis in Biomedical Science

Each of these programs focuses on providing a solid foundation in biological principles, laboratory
skills, and critical thinking. Students have the opportunity to choose electives that align with their
career goals, whether in research, education, healthcare, or environmental science.

Graduate Programs
For those pursuing advanced degrees, the NAU biology department offers several graduate programs,
including:

Master of Science in Biology

Doctor of Philosophy in Biology

These programs emphasize research and provide students with the opportunity to work closely with
faculty on cutting-edge projects. Graduate students are encouraged to publish their findings and
present at national conferences.

Research Opportunities
The NAU biology department is renowned for its research initiatives. Faculty and students engage in a
wide range of research projects that contribute to the advancement of biological sciences. The
department encourages undergraduate students to participate in research, fostering a hands-on
learning environment.

Research Areas
Some of the primary research areas within the department include:



Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Cell and Molecular Biology

Microbiology

Conservation Biology

Environmental Biology

Physiology

These research areas reflect the department's commitment to addressing pressing biological issues,
such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and public health challenges.

Research Facilities
The department is equipped with modern laboratories and research facilities, providing students and
faculty with the resources needed to conduct high-quality research. Facilities include:

General Biology Laboratories

Molecular Biology Laboratory

Ecological Field Stations

Microscopy and Imaging Facilities

These resources enable innovative research, allowing students to gain valuable experience and
contribute to significant scientific discoveries.

Faculty and Their Expertise
The faculty members of the NAU biology department are highly qualified and bring a wealth of
experience to their teaching and research. They are committed to providing students with
personalized attention and mentorship.

Faculty Profiles
Faculty members specialize in various fields, ensuring a comprehensive educational experience.
Some notable areas of expertise include:

Plant Ecology



Animal Behavior

Genomics

Microbial Ecology

Wildlife Conservation

The collective expertise of the faculty supports a rich learning environment where students can
explore diverse biological topics.

Student Life and Community Engagement
Student life within the NAU biology department is vibrant and engaging. The department fosters a
sense of community among students, encouraging collaboration and teamwork.

Clubs and Organizations
Students have the opportunity to join various clubs and organizations related to biology, such as:

Biology Club

Pre-Medical Society

Environmental Science Club

Research Scholars Program

These organizations provide networking opportunities, professional development, and community
service experiences.

Internships and Fieldwork
Practical experience is crucial for students in the biological sciences. The NAU biology department
emphasizes internships and fieldwork, encouraging students to gain real-world experience.
Collaborations with local organizations and research institutions provide students with opportunities
to apply their knowledge outside the classroom.

Impact and Contributions
The NAU biology department significantly impacts the field of biology through research, education,
and community service. Faculty and students contribute to scientific knowledge and address local and



global challenges.

Community Outreach
Community engagement is a cornerstone of the department’s philosophy. Faculty and students
participate in outreach programs that promote science education and environmental stewardship,
fostering a greater understanding of biological sciences in the community.

Future Directions
As the field of biology continues to evolve, the NAU biology department is committed to adapting its
programs and research initiatives to meet emerging challenges. Future directions may include:

Expanded interdisciplinary collaborations

Increased focus on sustainability and conservation

Integration of technology in biological research

Enhanced global partnerships for research and education

By staying at the forefront of biological research and education, the NAU biology department is poised
to make lasting contributions to the scientific community and society.

Q: What programs are offered by the NAU biology
department?
A: The NAU biology department offers a variety of programs, including a Bachelor of Science in
Biology, Bachelor of Arts in Biology, and graduate programs such as Master of Science and Doctor of
Philosophy in Biology.

Q: What research opportunities are available for
undergraduate students?
A: Undergraduate students have the opportunity to participate in faculty-led research projects across
various fields, including ecology, microbiology, and conservation biology, gaining hands-on
experience and contributing to scientific discoveries.

Q: How does the NAU biology department support student
engagement?
A: The department fosters student engagement through various clubs and organizations, practical



internships, and community outreach programs that provide networking and professional
development opportunities.

Q: What facilities are available for research in the NAU
biology department?
A: The NAU biology department features modern laboratories, ecological field stations, and
microscopy facilities that support a wide range of research activities and student learning.

Q: How does the faculty contribute to the NAU biology
department?
A: Faculty members bring diverse expertise and experience to the department, providing personalized
mentorship, leading innovative research projects, and engaging in community outreach to enhance
the educational experience for students.

Q: What are the future directions of the NAU biology
department?
A: Future directions for the NAU biology department include expanding interdisciplinary
collaborations, increasing focus on sustainability, integrating advanced technologies in research, and
enhancing global partnerships for education and research.
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