
fau biology major requirements

fau biology major requirements are essential for students aspiring to pursue a degree in biology at Florida
Atlantic University (FAU). This article will delve into the specific requirements needed to successfully
complete the biology major, including coursework, GPA expectations, and additional academic
considerations. Understanding these requirements is crucial for prospective students planning their
academic journey in the biological sciences. Furthermore, this article will explore elective options, research
opportunities, and the importance of advising to ensure that students meet their academic goals.

In order to provide a comprehensive overview, the following sections will be discussed in detail:

Overview of Biology Major Requirements at FAU

Core Coursework for Biology Majors

Elective Courses and Specializations

GPA and Academic Standards

Research and Practical Experience Opportunities

Advising and Support Services

Overview of Biology Major Requirements at FAU
The biology major at FAU is designed to provide students with a foundational understanding of biological
principles, along with the skills necessary for scientific inquiry. To declare a biology major, students must
complete a specific set of requirements that include core courses, electives, and general education
components.

Students should be aware that the biology program at FAU emphasizes both theoretical knowledge and
practical application. The curriculum is structured to prepare students for various career paths in fields such
as healthcare, environmental science, research, and education.

The biology major requirements include a total of 120 credit hours, which encompass both major-specific
and general education coursework. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the course
catalog and academic policies to ensure they meet all necessary criteria for graduation.



Core Coursework for Biology Majors
The core coursework for biology majors at FAU is crucial for building a strong foundation in the biological
sciences. This section outlines the primary courses that students are required to complete as part of their
biology degree.

Required Core Courses
The required core courses typically include the following:

General Biology I and II

Biochemistry

Cell Biology

Genetics

Ecology

Evolutionary Biology

Statistics for Biological Sciences

Each of these courses is designed to cover essential topics in biology, ranging from the molecular
mechanisms of life to the ecological interactions that define ecosystems.

Laboratory Components
In addition to lecture courses, students are required to complete laboratory components associated with most
core courses. These labs provide hands-on experience and are critical for understanding practical
applications of biological concepts.

Students should also be aware of any prerequisites for these courses, as some may require the completion of
introductory courses before enrollment. It is advisable to plan the course sequence carefully to ensure
timely graduation.



Elective Courses and Specializations
FAU offers a variety of elective courses that allow biology majors to tailor their education to their interests
and career goals. These electives can help students gain specialized knowledge in specific areas of biology.

Types of Elective Courses
Elective courses available to biology majors include, but are not limited to:

Microbiology

Marine Biology

Neuroscience

Plant Biology

Animal Behavior

Human Anatomy and Physiology

By selecting electives that align with their career aspirations, students can enhance their expertise and
become more competitive in the job market or in graduate education.

Special Topics and Research Courses
In addition to standard electives, FAU may offer special topics courses and independent study opportunities,
allowing students to engage in research projects under the guidance of faculty members. This experience
can be invaluable for those considering graduate school or research-oriented careers.

GPA and Academic Standards
Maintaining a specific GPA is a critical requirement for biology majors at FAU. This section outlines the
academic standards that students must meet throughout their coursework.



Minimum GPA Requirements
To remain in good standing as a biology major, students must achieve a minimum GPA of 2.0 in all major-
related courses. Additionally, many graduate programs and professional schools require a higher GPA for
admission, often around 3.0 or above.

Monitoring Academic Progress
Students are encouraged to regularly monitor their academic progress and seek assistance if they encounter
difficulties in their courses. FAU provides various resources, including tutoring and academic counseling, to
support students in achieving their academic goals.

Research and Practical Experience Opportunities
Research and practical experience are integral components of a biology education at FAU. Engaging in
research not only enhances learning but also prepares students for future careers in the biological sciences.

Undergraduate Research Programs
FAU offers undergraduate research programs where students can collaborate with faculty on various
projects. These opportunities allow students to apply their knowledge in real-world settings and gain
valuable skills.

Students interested in research should reach out to faculty members in their area of interest to discuss
potential projects and opportunities for involvement.

Internships and Field Experience
In addition to research, internships and field experiences provide practical application of biological concepts.
These experiences can be found in various settings, including laboratories, hospitals, and environmental
organizations.

Participating in internships allows students to gain hands-on experience, network with professionals, and
enhance their resumes for future employment or graduate studies.

Advising and Support Services
Navigating the biology major requirements can be complex, and FAU offers advising and support services
to guide students through their academic journey.



Academic Advising
Each biology major is assigned an academic advisor who provides personalized guidance on course selection,
degree requirements, and career planning. Regular meetings with an advisor are recommended to stay on
track for graduation.

Additional Resources
FAU also provides access to various resources, including workshops, tutoring services, and career
counseling. These resources are designed to help students succeed academically and professionally.

By utilizing these support services, students can enhance their educational experience and make informed
decisions about their future.

In conclusion, understanding the fau biology major requirements is essential for prospective students. By
familiarizing themselves with the core coursework, elective options, GPA standards, and available support
services, students can effectively navigate their academic path and prepare for successful careers in the
biological sciences.

Q: What are the core courses required for the FAU biology major?
A: The core courses required for the FAU biology major typically include General Biology I and II,
Biochemistry, Cell Biology, Genetics, Ecology, Evolutionary Biology, and Statistics for Biological Sciences.

Q: Is there a minimum GPA requirement for biology majors at FAU?
A: Yes, biology majors at FAU must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 in all major-related courses to remain
in good standing.

Q: Are there opportunities for undergraduate research in the biology
program at FAU?
A: Yes, FAU offers undergraduate research programs where students can collaborate with faculty on
various projects, providing valuable hands-on experience in the biological sciences.

Q: What types of elective courses can biology majors choose from at FAU?
A: Biology majors at FAU can choose from a variety of electives, including Microbiology, Marine Biology,
Neuroscience, Plant Biology, Animal Behavior, and Human Anatomy and Physiology.



Q: How can students find internships related to the biology major at
FAU?
A: Students can find internships related to the biology major by networking with faculty, utilizing career
services, and exploring opportunities in laboratories, hospitals, and environmental organizations.

Q: What support services are available for biology majors at FAU?
A: FAU provides various support services for biology majors, including academic advising, tutoring
services, workshops, and career counseling to help students succeed academically and professionally.

Q: Can biology majors at FAU participate in field experiences?
A: Yes, biology majors at FAU can participate in field experiences, which provide practical application of
biological concepts in real-world settings.

Q: What should students do if they are struggling with their biology
coursework at FAU?
A: Students who are struggling with their biology coursework are encouraged to seek assistance from their
academic advisor, utilize tutoring services, and take advantage of study groups or workshops.

Q: How can students declare a biology major at FAU?
A: Students can declare a biology major at FAU by completing the necessary paperwork through the
university's academic advising office and meeting any specific requirements outlined by the biology
department.
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