
emory biology major requirements
emory biology major requirements are essential for students aspiring to pursue a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biology at Emory University. Understanding these requirements not only helps
prospective students align their academic goals but also prepares them for the rigors of the
program. This article will delve into the specific prerequisites, core curriculum, and elective courses
that comprise the biology major at Emory. Additionally, we will discuss opportunities for research,
advising resources, and career pathways available to graduates. By following this guide, you will
gain a comprehensive understanding of what it takes to succeed as a Biology major at Emory
University.
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Overview of Emory Biology Major Requirements
To embark on a journey as a Biology major at Emory University, students must first meet certain
admission criteria. Once admitted, they must fulfill specific course requirements to earn their
degree. The Emory Biology Department aims to provide a comprehensive education that prepares
students for various scientific careers and advanced studies.

Admission Requirements
Students interested in the Biology major must maintain a competitive GPA and complete
prerequisite courses during their undergraduate studies. The most common prerequisites include:

General Biology

General Chemistry



Mathematics (Calculus or Statistics)

Physics (General Physics I and II)

These courses lay the foundation for more advanced topics in biology and are critical for
understanding complex biological systems.

Degree Requirements
To graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Biology, students must complete a minimum of 36 credit
hours in biology courses. These credits are distributed among core courses, electives, and laboratory
work. Additionally, students must fulfill the university's general education requirements, which
include courses outside of the biology department, ensuring a well-rounded education.

Core Curriculum for Biology Majors
The core curriculum for Biology majors at Emory is designed to provide a robust understanding of
biological principles. This includes foundational courses that cover essential topics and laboratory
skills.

Required Core Courses
The following core courses are mandatory for all Biology majors:

Biology I: Organismal Biology

Biology II: Cellular and Molecular Biology

Biology III: Ecology and Evolution

General Chemistry I and II

Statistics for Biology

These courses introduce students to critical concepts in biology, chemistry, and statistical analysis,
equipping them with the necessary tools to explore advanced topics.

Laboratory Experience
Laboratory courses are integral to the biology curriculum. Students must complete at least two
laboratory courses that provide hands-on experience in scientific techniques and methodologies.
These experiences are crucial for reinforcing theoretical knowledge and preparing students for
research opportunities.



Elective Courses and Specializations
Beyond core coursework, Biology majors at Emory have the flexibility to choose elective courses that
align with their interests and career goals. Electives allow students to specialize in particular areas
of biology and deepen their knowledge in specific fields.

Popular Elective Courses
Some of the popular elective courses available to Biology majors include:

Genetics

Microbiology

Neurobiology

Developmental Biology

Plant Biology

These courses offer opportunities to explore various branches of biology, enhancing the student's
expertise and adaptability in the workforce.

Customized Study Plans
Students are encouraged to work closely with academic advisors to create customized study plans
that reflect their individual interests and career aspirations. This personalized approach ensures
that students can tailor their education to fit their future goals, whether in research, healthcare, or
education.

Research Opportunities and Internships
Research is a cornerstone of the Biology program at Emory. Students are strongly encouraged to
engage in research projects that allow them to apply their knowledge and gain practical experience.

Undergraduate Research Programs
Emory offers various undergraduate research programs, including:

Research Assistantships

Summer Research Programs

Independent Study Projects



These programs provide students with the chance to work alongside faculty members on cutting-
edge research, fostering skills that are vital for a successful career in science.

Internship Opportunities
Internships provide real-world experience that can enhance a student's resume. Emory Biology
students have access to numerous internship opportunities in healthcare, environmental science,
and biotechnology companies. These internships are invaluable for applying classroom knowledge to
practical situations and can often lead to job offers upon graduation.

Advising Resources for Biology Students
Emory University provides a wealth of advising resources to support Biology majors throughout their
academic journey. Academic advisors play a crucial role in helping students navigate course
selections, research opportunities, and career planning.

Academic Advising
Every Biology major is assigned an academic advisor who specializes in the field. Advisors are
available for one-on-one meetings to discuss academic progress, course options, and any challenges
students may face. This personalized support is essential for student success.

Career Services
Emory's Career Center offers additional resources tailored to Biology students. They provide
workshops, networking events, and career counseling to help students prepare for their post-
graduate endeavors. These services are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills
necessary to succeed in their chosen careers.

Career Pathways for Emory Biology Graduates
Graduates with a Biology degree from Emory University have a wide array of career options
available to them. The combination of rigorous academic training and research experience positions
them well for success in various fields.

Potential Career Fields
Some of the potential career fields for Biology graduates include:

Healthcare (Physician, Physician Assistant, Nurse Practitioner)

Research (Laboratory Technician, Research Scientist)



Environmental Science (Conservation Biologist, Environmental Consultant)

Education (High School Teacher, University Lecturer)

Biotechnology (Quality Control Analyst, Regulatory Affairs Specialist)

These diverse pathways reflect the versatility of a Biology degree and the various contributions
graduates can make to science and society.

Conclusion
Understanding the emory biology major requirements is crucial for students aiming to achieve
academic success in the field of biology. With a solid core curriculum, a wealth of elective courses,
and numerous research opportunities, Emory prepares its Biology majors for a wide range of career
options. By taking advantage of advising resources and engaging in research, students can tailor
their educational experiences to meet their personal and professional goals. The comprehensive
education provided by Emory University equips graduates with the skills and knowledge necessary
to excel in the dynamic field of biology.

Q: What GPA is required for admission to the Biology major at
Emory?
A: While there is no specific GPA required for admission to the Biology major, maintaining a
competitive GPA, typically above 3.0, is advisable for prospective students.

Q: Are there any specific high school courses recommended
for future Biology majors?
A: Yes, students should take advanced courses in biology, chemistry, and mathematics during high
school to prepare for the rigorous curriculum in college.

Q: Can I double major in Biology and another field at Emory?
A: Yes, Emory allows students to double major, provided they meet the requirements for both
programs and manage their course loads effectively.

Q: Are there opportunities for undergraduate students to
publish research?
A: Yes, many undergraduate students at Emory collaborate on research projects that may lead to
publications in scientific journals, particularly when they engage in research assistantships.



Q: What types of internships are available for Biology majors?
A: Biology majors can find internships in various sectors, including healthcare facilities, research
laboratories, non-profit organizations focused on environmental issues, and biotechnology
companies.

Q: How can I find a research mentor at Emory?
A: Students can find research mentors by attending departmental seminars, networking with faculty,
and exploring research opportunities listed on the Biology department's website.

Q: What is the difference between a Bachelor of Arts and a
Bachelor of Science in Biology at Emory?
A: The Bachelor of Science typically requires more laboratory and science courses, while the
Bachelor of Arts may allow for a broader range of electives outside of the sciences.

Q: Is there a focus on interdisciplinary studies within the
Biology program?
A: Yes, Emory encourages interdisciplinary studies, allowing Biology majors to collaborate with
departments such as Environmental Science, Public Health, and Neuroscience.

Q: What career support does Emory offer for Biology
graduates?
A: Emory provides extensive career support, including job fairs, resume workshops, and career
counseling specifically tailored to Biology graduates.

Q: Are there study abroad options for Biology majors at
Emory?
A: Yes, Emory offers numerous study abroad programs that allow Biology majors to gain
international experience and broaden their academic perspectives.
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