
biology minor washu

biology minor washu offers students an opportunity to deepen their understanding of the biological sciences
while complementing their primary field of study. At Washington University in St. Louis (WashU), the biology
minor is designed to enhance critical thinking skills, foster scientific inquiry, and provide a foundation in various
biological principles. This article will explore the key components of the biology minor at WashU, including
course requirements, potential career paths, benefits of the program, and advice for prospective students. By
the end of this article, readers will have a comprehensive understanding of what pursuing a biology minor at
WashU entails.
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Overview of the Biology Minor

The biology minor at Washington University is structured to provide students with a broad understanding of
biological concepts and processes. This program is ideal for students majoring in other disciplines who seek to
enhance their scientific literacy and knowledge in biology. The minor covers various topics, including cellular
biology, genetics, ecology, and evolutionary biology, ensuring a well-rounded education in the biological
sciences.

The program is flexible, allowing students to tailor their coursework to fit their interests and career goals.
With a strong emphasis on research and laboratory techniques, students will engage in hands-on learning
experiences that are critical for understanding complex biological systems. The biology minor is particularly
appealing to students in fields such as psychology, environmental science, and health-related disciplines.

Course Requirements

To earn a biology minor at WashU, students must complete a series of required courses along with elective
options. The curriculum is designed to ensure that students gain a solid foundation in biology while allowing
them to explore specialized areas of interest.

Core Courses

Students pursuing the biology minor must complete the following core courses:



Biology 101: Introduction to Biology

Biology 102: Introduction to Biology Laboratory

Biology 151: Cell Biology

Biology 152: Genetics

These core courses provide essential knowledge and practical skills in biology, focusing on fundamental
concepts that underlie more advanced topics. Each course includes both lectures and laboratory components,
encouraging experiential learning.

Elective Courses

In addition to the core courses, students must select a certain number of elective courses from a list provided
by the biology department. These electives allow students to delve into specific areas of interest, such as:

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Microbiology

Neurobiology

Plant Biology

Biochemistry

Students are encouraged to choose electives that align with their major or career aspirations, providing a
customized educational experience. The variety of electives ensures that students can focus on the biological
aspects most relevant to their future endeavors.

Benefits of a Biology Minor

Pursuing a biology minor at WashU comes with several benefits that can enhance a student’s educational
experience and career prospects. Here are some key advantages:

Enhanced Scientific Literacy

By completing a biology minor, students develop critical scientific literacy skills that are essential for
understanding contemporary issues in science and health. This knowledge is invaluable in today's data-driven
society, where informed decision-making is crucial.



Research Opportunities

Students in the biology minor program at WashU have access to various research opportunities. Engaging in
research allows students to apply their classroom knowledge to real-world problems, develop analytical
skills, and gain experience that can be beneficial for graduate school or employment.

Interdisciplinary Knowledge

The biology minor complements a wide range of majors, making it a versatile addition to any academic portfolio.
Students who combine a biology minor with a major in fields such as environmental studies, psychology, or
public health gain a competitive edge in their respective job markets.

Career Opportunities


