
biology jobs portland
biology jobs portland is a growing field that offers a diverse array of career opportunities
for individuals interested in the life sciences. Portland, known for its vibrant culture and
innovative spirit, is home to numerous biotech companies, research institutions, and
educational facilities that contribute to a robust job market for biologists. This article will
delve into the various types of biology jobs available in Portland, the educational
requirements, key employers in the area, and the overall job outlook for aspiring biologists.
By understanding the landscape of biology jobs in Portland, job seekers can better navigate
their career paths and find fulfilling roles in this dynamic field.
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Types of Biology Jobs in Portland

The field of biology encompasses a wide range of specialties, and Portland's job market
reflects this diversity. From research and development roles to clinical and environmental
positions, there are numerous opportunities for those with a passion for biology. The
primary categories of biology jobs in Portland include:

Research and Development

Research and development (R&D) positions are prevalent in Portland, particularly within
biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies. Jobs in this category often involve laboratory
work, experimentation, and data analysis to advance scientific knowledge and develop new
products. Common roles include:

Biochemist

Molecular Biologist

Laboratory Technician



Clinical Research Associate

Healthcare and Clinical Roles

Healthcare is a significant sector for biology professionals in Portland. Roles in this area
focus on patient care, diagnostics, and treatment. Positions may be found in hospitals,
clinics, and research institutions. Examples of healthcare and clinical roles include:

Clinical Laboratory Scientist

Genetic Counselor

Medical Technologist

Pharmaceutical Sales Representative

Environmental and Conservation Biology

Given Portland’s emphasis on sustainability and environmental conservation, there are
numerous opportunities in this field. Environmental biologists work on projects related to
wildlife conservation, habitat restoration, and ecological research. Common positions
include:

Environmental Scientist

Wildlife Biologist

Ecologist

Conservation Biologist

Educational Requirements for Biology Careers

Education plays a critical role in securing biology jobs in Portland. The level of education
required varies depending on the specific job and its responsibilities. Generally, the
following educational paths are common:



Bachelor's Degree

A bachelor's degree in biology or a related field is essential for entry-level positions. This
foundational education provides students with a broad understanding of biological
principles, lab techniques, and scientific research methods. Common undergraduate
programs include:

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry

Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science

Master's Degree

For more advanced positions, particularly in research and specialized fields, a master's
degree may be required. Graduate programs offer focused study and research
opportunities, enhancing expertise in specific areas of biology. Examples include:

Master of Science in Biology

Master of Science in Environmental Science

Master of Public Health

Doctorate Degree

For those aspiring to lead research projects or teach at the university level, a Ph.D. is often
necessary. Doctoral programs provide extensive training in research methodologies and
advanced biological concepts. Typical Ph.D. programs include:

Ph.D. in Biology

Ph.D. in Molecular Biology

Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology



Key Employers in Portland’s Biology Sector

Portland is home to a variety of employers in the biology sector, ranging from startups to
established corporations and academic institutions. Understanding the key players in the
industry can help job seekers target their applications effectively. Some of the notable
employers include:

Biotechnology Companies

Portland hosts several biotech firms that are engaged in cutting-edge research and product
development. These companies often seek skilled biologists for R&D roles. Some prominent
biotech employers include:

Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU)

Genentech

Amgen

Research Institutions

Research institutions and universities play a vital role in the biology job market. They
provide opportunities for academic research, teaching, and collaboration on scientific
projects. Key research institutions include:

Portland State University

Oregon State University

The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation

Environmental Organizations

Given the emphasis on sustainability, numerous environmental organizations and non-
profits operate in Portland. These organizations often seek biologists for research,
advocacy, and conservation efforts. Examples include:



The Nature Conservancy

Oregon Wild

EarthShare Oregon

Job Outlook and Growth in Biology Fields

The job outlook for biology professionals in Portland is promising. With advancements in
biotechnology, healthcare, and environmental science, the demand for qualified biologists
is expected to grow. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment in
biological sciences is projected to grow by 5% from 2019 to 2029, which is about as fast as
the average for all occupations.

Factors contributing to this growth include:

Increased research and development in healthcare and pharmaceuticals

Growing emphasis on environmental conservation and sustainability

Technological advancements in biological research and applications

Tips for Finding Biology Jobs in Portland

Finding a biology job in Portland requires strategic planning and proactive job searching.
Here are several tips to enhance your job search:

Networking

Building professional relationships through networking is crucial. Attend local seminars,
workshops, and conferences related to biology. Join professional organizations to connect
with industry peers and potential employers.

Utilizing Job Boards and Resources

Utilize specialized job boards that cater to biology and life sciences. Websites like LinkedIn,
Indeed, and Glassdoor often list biology jobs specific to the Portland area. Additionally,



consider reaching out to university career centers for resources and job listings.

Tailoring Your Resume and Application

When applying for jobs, tailor your resume and cover letter to highlight relevant skills and
experiences that align with the job description. Use keywords from the job posting to
ensure your application resonates with potential employers.

Continuing Education and Certifications

Consider pursuing additional certifications or courses to enhance your qualifications.
Certificates in specialized areas such as clinical research, environmental management, or
laboratory techniques can make you a more attractive candidate.

Gaining Experience

Internships and volunteer positions can provide valuable experience and help build your
resume. Seek opportunities at local research labs, non-profits, or educational institutions to
gain hands-on experience in biology.

FAQs about Biology Jobs Portland

Q: What are the most common biology jobs available in
Portland?
A: The most common biology jobs in Portland include positions in research and
development, healthcare roles, and environmental conservation. Specific roles may include
biochemist, clinical laboratory scientist, and wildlife biologist.

Q: What education is required for a career in biology in
Portland?
A: A bachelor's degree in biology or a related field is typically required for entry-level
positions. Advanced roles may require a master's or doctoral degree, depending on the
specialization.



Q: Which companies are the largest employers of
biologists in Portland?
A: Major employers of biologists in Portland include Oregon Health & Science University
(OHSU), Genentech, Amgen, and various research institutions and environmental
organizations.

Q: How is the job outlook for biology professionals in
Portland?
A: The job outlook for biology professionals in Portland is positive, with projected growth in
employment opportunities due to advancements in biotechnology, healthcare, and
environmental science.

Q: What skills are important for biology jobs in
Portland?
A: Important skills for biology jobs include laboratory techniques, data analysis, critical
thinking, problem-solving, and effective communication. Specialized skills may vary based
on the specific job role.

Q: Are there opportunities for internships in biology in
Portland?
A: Yes, there are numerous opportunities for internships in biology in Portland, offered by
research labs, universities, and environmental organizations, providing practical experience
for students and recent graduates.

Q: What can I do to improve my chances of getting a
biology job in Portland?
A: To improve your chances, focus on networking, tailoring your resume, gaining relevant
experience through internships, and continuing education or certifications in your area of
interest.

Q: Is Portland a good city for biologists to work in?
A: Yes, Portland is an excellent city for biologists, offering a thriving job market, diverse
career opportunities, and a strong emphasis on research, healthcare, and environmental
initiatives.



Q: How can I find biology job openings in Portland?
A: You can find biology job openings in Portland by utilizing job boards such as LinkedIn,
Indeed, and Glassdoor, as well as through university career centers and professional
organizations in the life sciences field.
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