
biology jobs des moines
biology jobs des moines are an essential part of the evolving landscape of
the biological sciences in Iowa's capital. As a hub of education and
healthcare, Des Moines offers various career opportunities for those
interested in biology, ranging from laboratory research to environmental
science. This article explores the types of biology jobs available in Des
Moines, key employers in the area, necessary qualifications, and tips for job
seekers. Additionally, we will look at the future of biology careers in Des
Moines and the ways professionals can enhance their employability in this
competitive field.

Types of Biology Jobs Available

Key Employers in Des Moines

Qualifications and Skills Required

Job Search Strategies

Future Trends in Biology Jobs

Enhancing Employability

Types of Biology Jobs Available
Des Moines features a diverse array of biology jobs catering to different
interests and skills. These positions can be found across various sectors,
including healthcare, education, research, and environmental conservation.
Understanding the types of biology jobs available can help aspiring
professionals focus on their career paths.

Healthcare and Clinical Research
One of the most prominent sectors for biology jobs in Des Moines is
healthcare. Hospitals, clinics, and research facilities require skilled
professionals to conduct clinical trials, analyze biological samples, and
assist in patient care. Positions may include:

Clinical Research Coordinator

Laboratory Technician

Biomedical Scientist



Medical Technologist

These roles typically require a strong understanding of biological principles
and laboratory techniques, making them ideal for biology graduates.

Environmental and Conservation Roles
As environmental concerns grow, so does the need for biology professionals in
conservation and ecology. Organizations focused on wildlife preservation,
environmental protection, and sustainable practices are often looking for
biologists. Common job titles include:

Environmental Scientist

Wildlife Biologist

Ecologist

Conservation Officer

These positions require a blend of fieldwork and analytical skills,
emphasizing the importance of ecological systems and biodiversity.

Education and Academia
For those interested in teaching, there are opportunities in educational
institutions ranging from schools to universities. Biology educators play a
vital role in fostering the next generation of scientists. Potential roles
include:

High School Biology Teacher

University Professor

Laboratory Instructor

Curriculum Developer

These roles typically require advanced degrees and teaching certifications,
focusing on imparting knowledge and conducting research.

Key Employers in Des Moines
Des Moines is home to several key employers that offer biology jobs across



different sectors. Understanding the major players in the job market can
provide valuable insights for job seekers.

Healthcare Institutions
The healthcare sector is a significant employer of biology professionals in
Des Moines. Major hospitals and medical centers, such as:

UnityPoint Health

MercyOne Des Moines Medical Center

Broadlawns Medical Center

These institutions offer various roles in clinical and laboratory settings,
focusing on patient care and medical research.

Research Facilities and Universities
Research facilities and educational institutions also play a critical role in
the biology job market. Notable organizations include:

Des Moines University

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach

Local biological research labs

These employers often seek individuals for research, teaching, and
administrative roles that contribute to advancements in biological sciences.

Environmental Organizations
Environmental organizations and non-profits are increasingly important in the
job market. They focus on conservation, sustainability, and ecological
research. Notable employers include:

The Nature Conservancy

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation

Local governmental environmental agencies

These organizations look for professionals dedicated to preserving natural



resources and educating the public on environmental issues.

Qualifications and Skills Required
To secure biology jobs in Des Moines, candidates typically need to possess
specific qualifications and skills. Understanding these requirements is
essential for successful job applications.

Educational Background
A degree in biology or a related field is usually a prerequisite for most
biology jobs. Positions may require:

Bachelor's Degree in Biology or Life Sciences

Master's Degree for specialized research or teaching roles

PhD for advanced research positions or university faculty roles

Higher degrees can significantly enhance employability, especially in
competitive fields.

Technical Skills
Technical skills are vital for biology professionals, particularly those
involved in laboratory work or research. Essential skills include:

Laboratory techniques (e.g., PCR, chromatography)

Data analysis and interpretation

Fieldwork methodologies

Proficiency in scientific software (e.g., SPSS, R)

These skills help candidates stand out and perform effectively in their
roles.

Job Search Strategies
Finding biology jobs in Des Moines requires effective job search strategies.
Candidates can utilize various methods to enhance their chances of securing a
position.



Networking
Building a professional network is crucial in the biology field. Attending
conferences, joining professional organizations, and participating in local
events can help candidates connect with industry professionals. Networking
can lead to job referrals and insider knowledge of job openings.

Online Job Portals
Utilizing online job portals can streamline the job search process. Websites
such as:

Indeed

LinkedIn

Glassdoor

These platforms often feature listings for biology jobs in Des Moines and
allow users to set up alerts for new opportunities.

Future Trends in Biology Jobs
The landscape of biology jobs is continually evolving. Several trends are
shaping the future of employment in this field, particularly in Des Moines.

Growth in Biotechnology
The biotechnology sector is expected to expand significantly, leading to
increased demand for biology professionals. Innovations in genetic
engineering, pharmaceuticals, and diagnostics create numerous job
opportunities.

Emphasis on Sustainability
As environmental issues gain prominence, there is a growing need for
biologists specializing in sustainability and conservation. Jobs focusing on
renewable resources, ecological restoration, and environmental policy are
likely to increase.

Enhancing Employability
To improve job prospects in the competitive biology field, candidates should



consider various strategies to enhance their employability.

Gaining Practical Experience
Internships, volunteer work, and research assistant positions can provide
invaluable hands-on experience. Such roles help candidates build their
resumes and develop essential skills that are attractive to employers.

Continuous Education and Certifications
Staying current with industry trends is crucial. Pursuing additional
certifications or attending workshops can demonstrate a commitment to
professional development and enhance a candidate's qualifications.

Conclusion
In summary, the field of biology jobs in Des Moines is vibrant and diverse,
offering numerous opportunities across various sectors. Understanding the
types of available positions, key employers, required qualifications, and
effective job search strategies can significantly aid aspiring biology
professionals. As the industry evolves, focusing on continuous education and
practical experience will further enhance employability and career
advancement. With the right preparation and skills, individuals can thrive in
the dynamic landscape of biology jobs in Des Moines.

Q: What types of biology jobs are in demand in Des
Moines?
A: In Des Moines, there is a demand for various biology jobs, including roles
in healthcare such as clinical research coordinators and laboratory
technicians, environmental positions like wildlife biologists, and
educational roles such as biology teachers and university professors.

Q: What qualifications are needed for biology jobs
in Des Moines?
A: Most biology jobs in Des Moines require at least a bachelor's degree in
biology or a related field. Advanced positions may require a master's degree
or a PhD, particularly for research and teaching roles.



Q: How can I find biology job openings in Des
Moines?
A: Job seekers can find biology job openings in Des Moines by utilizing
online job portals like Indeed and LinkedIn, networking with professionals in
the field, and checking the websites of local employers such as hospitals and
universities.

Q: Are internships important for securing biology
jobs?
A: Yes, internships are crucial for gaining practical experience and making
professional connections. They can significantly enhance a candidate's resume
and provide valuable skills that employers seek.

Q: What skills are essential for biology
professionals?
A: Essential skills for biology professionals include laboratory techniques,
data analysis, proficiency in scientific software, and strong communication
skills. Fieldwork methodologies are also important for environmental biology
roles.

Q: What is the job outlook for biology jobs in Des
Moines?
A: The job outlook for biology jobs in Des Moines is promising, particularly
with the growth of the biotechnology sector and an increasing emphasis on
environmental sustainability. This is expected to lead to more job
opportunities in the coming years.

Q: How can I enhance my employability in the biology
field?
A: Candidates can enhance their employability by gaining practical experience
through internships, pursuing additional certifications, and staying current
with industry trends through continuous education and professional
development.

Q: What are some key employers for biology jobs in



Des Moines?
A: Key employers for biology jobs in Des Moines include healthcare
institutions like UnityPoint Health and MercyOne, research facilities such as
Des Moines University, and environmental organizations like The Nature
Conservancy.

Q: What roles are available in environmental biology
in Des Moines?
A: In Des Moines, environmental biology roles include positions such as
environmental scientists, wildlife biologists, conservation officers, and
ecologists, focusing on research, conservation, and sustainability efforts.

Q: Is a PhD necessary for a career in biology?
A: A PhD is not necessary for all biology careers; however, it is often
required for advanced research positions and university faculty roles. Many
positions in healthcare and environmental sectors may only require a
bachelor's or master's degree.
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