BIOLOGY AND THE BIBLE

BIOLOGY AND THE BIBLE INTERTWINE IN A RICH TAPESTRY OF INQUIRY THAT EXPLORES THE ORIGINS OF LIFE, THE PRINCIPLES
GOVERNING BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS, AND THE PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF CREATION NARRATIVES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING OF BIOLOGY AND THE THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES PRESENTED
IN THE BIBLE. WE WILL EXAMINE HOW BIBLICAL TEXTS RELATE TO BIOLOGICAL CONCEPTS, THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THESE
IDEAS, AND THE ONGOING DIALOGUE BETWEEN FAITH AND SCIENCE. BY EXPLORING THESE THEMES, WE AIM TO PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HOW BIOLOGY AND THE BIBLE INTERSECT AND INFORM EACH OTHER.
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THe HisToricAL CONTEXT OF BIOLOGY IN BiBLICAL TEXTS

THE BIBLICAL TEXTS REFLECT A WORLDVIEW THAT WAS SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED BY THE SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR
TIME. ANCIENT CULTURES, INCLUDING THOSE IN THE BIBLICAL NARRATIVE, OBSERVED THE NATURAL WORLD AND SOUGHT TO
EXPLAIN ITS MYSTERIES. THE BIBLE, PARTICULARLY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, CONTAINS REFERENCES TO VARIOUS ASPECTS OF
THE NATURAL WORLD, INDICATING AN EARLY FORM OF BIOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING.

ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN PERSPECTIVES

THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST, WHERE MUCH OF THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN, HAD ITS OWN COSMOLOGIES AND EXPLANATIONS FOR
BIOLOGICAL PHENOMENA. THESE TEXTS OFTEN ATTRIBUTED THE CREATION AND ORDER OF LIFE TO DIVINE BEINGS. FOR EXAMPLE,
THE CREATION ACCOUNTS IN GENESIS REFLECT A STRUCTURED APPROACH TO LIFE, DETAILING THE SEPARATION OF LAND AND
SEA, THE CREATION OF PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND HUMANS. THESE NARRATIVES CAN BE VIEWED AS AN EARLY ATTEMPT TO
CATEGORIZE AND UNDERSTAND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY.

INFLUENCE OF GREEK PHILOSOPHY

DURING THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD, GREEK PHILOSOPHY BEGAN TO INFLUENCEJE\X/ISH THOUGHT, INTRODUCING CONCEPTS OF
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY THAT WOULD LATER IMPACT CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. PHILOSOPHERS LIKE ARISTOTLE CONTRIBUTED TO
EARLY BIOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATIONS AND THEORIES ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF LIFE. THE INTEGRATION OF GREEK THOUGHT INTO
BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION HELPED SHAPE THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE AND ITS PROCESSES, BRINGING A MORE SYSTEMATIC
APPROACH TO BIOLOGY AND THE BIBLE.



CRrREATION NARRATIVES: SCIENCE AND FAITH

THE CREATION NARRATIVES FOUND IN GENESIS ARE AMONG THE MOST DISCUSSED INTERSECTIONS OF BIOLOGY AND BIBLICAL
TEXTS. THESE ACCOUNTS OFFER TWO DISTINCT CREATION STORIES THAT PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO THE ANCIENT HEBREW
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD AND LIFE WITHIN IT.

GenesIs 1: A STRUCTURED ACCOUNT

IN GENESIS ], THE CREATION IS DESCRIBED IN A METHODICAL SEQUENCE OVER SIX DAYS, CULMINATING IN THE CREATION OF
HUMANITY. THIS STRUCTURED NARRATIVE HAS LED TO VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS REGARDING THE NATURE OF CREATION FROM
BOTH A SCIENTIFIC AND THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. THE EMPHASIS ON ORDER AND CATEGORIZATION RESONATES WITH MODERN
SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS IN BIOLOGY.

GenesIs 2: A More INTIMATE CREATION

IN CONTRAST, GENESIS 2 OFFERS A MORE INTIMATE PORTRAYAL OF CREATION, FOCUSING ON THE CREATION OF ADAM AND EVE.
THIS ACCOUNT HIGHLIGHTS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT, EMPHASIZING STEW ARDSHIP AND
RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS CREATION. |T RAISES IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT HUMAN BIOLOGY, IDENTITY, AND THE ETHICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER LIVING BEINGS.

BIoLOGICAL PRINCIPLES IN THE BIBLE

THE BIBLE CONTAINS NUMEROUS REFERENCES TO BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES THAT REFLECT AN UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE PROCESSES.
\WHILE THESE TEXTS MAY NOT ADHERE TO MODERN SCIENTIFIC TERMINOLOGY, THEY PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO ANCIENT
PERSPECTIVES ON BIOLOGY.

Lire CycLes AND NATURAL PROCESSES

MANY BIBLICAL PASSAGES REFERENCE NATURAL CYCLES SUCH AS SOWING AND REAPING, THE SEASONS, AND ANIMAL BEHAVIOR.
For EXAMPLE, ECCLESIASTES 3:1-8 SPEAKS OF A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN, WHICH CAN BE INTERPRETED AS AN
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE RHYTHMS OF LIFE. SUCH OBSERVATIONS ALIGN WITH BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES REGARDING ECOSYSTEMS
AND THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF LIFE FORMS.

HeALTH AND MEDICINE

ADDITIONALLY, THE BIBLE ADDRESSES HEALTH AND DISEASE, PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXT OF THE LAWS GIVEN IN LevITICUS.
THESE LAWS OUTLINE DIETARY RESTRICTIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR CLEANLINESS, REFLECTING AN EARLY UNDERSTANDING OF
HYGIENE THAT RESONATES WITH MODERN BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES OF HEALTH AND DISEASE PREVENTION.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EVOLUTION AND BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS

THE DISCUSSION SURROUNDING EVOLUTION PRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT POINT OF CONTENTION BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC AND BIBLICAL



INTERPRETATIONS OF LIFE’S ORIGINS. THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION, PROPOSING THAT SPECIES CHANGE OVER TIME THROUGH
NATURAL SELECTION, OFTEN CONTRASTS WITH A LITERAL INTERPRETATION OF THE CREATION ACCOUNTS IN GENESIS.

DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS OF GENESIS

SOME THEOLOGIANS AND SCIENTISTS ADVOCATE FOR THE COMPATIBILITY OF EVOLUTIONARY THEORY AND BIBLICAL FAITH.
THEY SUGGEST THAT THE CREATION NARRATIVES CAN BE VIEWED METAPHORICALLY, ALLOWING FOR A RECONCILIATION OF
SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE. THIS PERSPECTIVE OPENS THE DOOR FOR A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW GOD COULD USE
EVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES TO BRING ABOUT LIFE, REFLECTING A DIVINE CREATIVITY THAT IS NOT LIMITED TO LITERAL
INTERPRETATIONS.

Y oUNG EARTH VS. OLD EARTH CREATIONISM

IN CONTRAST, YOUNG EARTH CREATIONISM HOLDS THAT THE EARTH AND ALL LIFE FORMS WERE CREATED BY GOD IN A
RELATIVELY SHORT TIMEFRAME, AS DESCRIBED IN THE BIBLE. THIS VIEW OFTEN REJECTS EVOLUTIONARY THEORY, LEADING TO
ONGOING DEBATES WITHIN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES. OLD EARTH CREATIONISM, ON THE OTHER HAND, ACCEPTS GEOLOGICAL AND
ASTRONOMICAL EVIDENCE FOR AN ANCIENT EARTH WHILE MAINTAINING THAT GOD PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN THE CREATION OF LIFE.

MoDERN PERSPECTIVES: BIOLOGISTS AND THEOLOGIANS

IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY, THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN BIOLOGY AND THE BIBLE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE. MANY SCIENTISTS WHO
ARE ALSO PEOPLE OF FAITH SEEK TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN THEIR SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING AND THEIR THEOLOGICAL
BELIEFS.

THe RoLE oF THEOLOGIANS

THEOLOGIANS TODAY ARE INCREASINGLY ENGAGING WITH SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS, RECOGNIZING THE VALUE OF INTEGRATING
BIOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE INTO THEOLOGICAL DISCOURSE. THIS ENGAGEMENT HAS LED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF FRAMEWORKS
THAT ALLOW FOR A COHERENT UNDERSTANDING OF FAITH IN LIGHT OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES. FOR INSTANCE, DISCUSSIONS
AROUND BIOETHICS, ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP, AND THE SANCTITY OF LIFE ARE ENRICHED BY BOTH BIOLOGICAL INSIGHTS
AND BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES.

THe CONTRIBUTIONS OF BIOLOGISTS

BIOLOGISTS, TOO, ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THIS CONVERSATION. MANY ARE ADVOCATING FOR A VIEW OF CREATION THAT
ACKNOWLEDGES BOTH THE COMPLEXITY OF BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND THE POSSIBILITY OF DIVINE INVOLVEMENT. THIS
PERSPECTIVE OFTEN EMPHASIZES THE WONDER OF CREATION AND THE INTRICATE DESIGN FOUND WITHIN BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS,
SUGGESTING THAT SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION CAN ENHANCE, RATHER THAN DIMINISH, SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING.

CoNcLUSION

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BIOLOGY AND THE BIBLE PRESENTS A FASCINATING INTERSECTION OF FAITH AND SCIENCE. \WHILE
HISTORICAL CONTEXTS AND INTERPRETATIONS HAVE EVOLVED, THE DIALOGUE CONTINUES TO ENRICH BOTH FIELDS.



UNDERST ANDING BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES THROUGH THE LENS OF BIBLICAL NARRATIVES ALLOWS FOR A MORE PROFOUND
APPRECIATION OF LIFE’S COMPLEXITY AND MYSTERY. AS SCIENTISTS AND THEOLOGIANS CONVERSE, THEY CONTRIBUTE TO A
HOLISTIC VIEW OF CREATION THAT HONORS BOTH THE INSIGHTS OF MODERN BIOLOGY AND THE WISDOM OF ANCIENT TEXTS.

Q: WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE CREATION OF LIFEP

A: THE BIBLE DETAILS THE CREATION OF LIFE PRIMARILY IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS, WHERE IT DESCRIBES GOD CREATING THE
WORLD AND ALL LIVING BEINGS IN A STRUCTURED SEQUENCE OVER SIX DAYS, CULMINATING IN THE CREATION OF HUMANS.

Q: How DO BIBLICAL CREATION ACCOUNTS RELATE TO MODERN BIOLOGY?

A: BIBLICAL CREATION ACCOUNTS CAN BE INTERPRETED IN VARIOUS WAYS, WITH SOME SEEING THEM AS METAPHORICAL
NARRATIVES THAT CAN COEXIST WITH MODERN BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES, WHILE OTHERS INTERPRET THEM LITERALLY, LEADING TO
DEBATES ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF LIFE.

Q: CAN FAITH AND EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY COEXIST?

A: MANY THEOLOGIANS AND SCIENTISTS ARGUE THAT FAITH AND EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY CAN COEXIST BY VIEWING THE
CREATION NARRATIVES AS METAPHORICAL, SUGGESTING THAT GOD MAY USE EVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES AS PART OF THE
CREATIVE ACT.

QZ \WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES IN THE BIBLEP

A: THE BIBLE REFERENCES NATURAL PROCESSES SUCH AS SOWING AND REAPING, HEALTH GUIDELINES IN LEVITICUS, AND THE
CYCLES OF LIFE, REFLECTING AN AW ARENESS OF BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES, EVEN IF THEY ARE NOT FRAMED IN MODERN SCIENTIFIC
TERMS.

Q! How HAVE INTERPRETATIONS OF GENESIS EVOLVED OVER TIME?

A: INTERPRETATIONS OF GENESIS HAVE EVOLVED FROM LITERAL UNDERSTANDINGS TO MORE METAPHORICAL INTERPRETATIONS,
ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF ADVANCEMENTS IN SCIENCE, LEADING TO DIVERSE VIEWS ON CREATIONISM, INCLUDING Y OUNG EARTH
AND OLD EARTH PERSPECTIVES.

Q: WHAT ROLE DO MODERN THEOLOGIANS PLAY IN THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN BIOLOGY
AND THE BiBLE?

A: MODERN THEOLOGIANS ENGAGE WITH SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS TO CREATE FRAMEWORKS THAT RECONCILE FAITH WITH SCIENTIFIC
DISCOVERIES, CONTRIBUTING TO DISCUSSIONS ON BIOETHICS, ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP, AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
HUMANITY AND CREATION.

QZ How DO BIOLOGISTS VIEW THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENCE AND FAITH?

A: MANY BIOLOGISTS WHO ARE PEOPLE OF FAITH ADVOCATE FOR A PERSPECTIVE THAT RECOGNIZES THE INTRICACY OF LIFE AS
A REFLECTION OF DIVINE CREATIVITY, SUGGESTING THAT SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION CAN ENHANCE SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING.



Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HEALTH GUIDELINES IN THE BIBLEP

A: THE HEALTH GUIDELINES FOUND IN LEVITICUS AND OTHER BIBLICAL TEXTS REFLECT AN EARLY UNDERSTANDING OF HYGIENE AND
DISEASE PREVENTION, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF PHYSICAL HEALTH IN RELATION TO SPIRITUAL AND COMMUNAL WELL™
BEING.

QZ WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT EVOLUTION AND THE BIBLE?

A: COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS INCLUDE THE BELIEF THAT ACCEPTING EVOLUTION EQUATES TO REJECTING FAITH, AND THAT
BIBLICAL CREATION ACCOUNTS MUST BE READ LITERALLY WITHOUT CONSIDERING METAPHORICAL INTERPRETATIONS THAT
ALLOW FOR COMPATIBILITY WITH SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING.

Q: How DOES THE BIBLE ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP?

A: THE BIBLE EMPHASIZES STEW ARDSHIP OF CREATION, PARTICULARLY IN GENESIS, WHERE HUMANITY IS TASKED WITH CARING
FOR THE EARTH AND ITS CREATURES, HIGHLIGHTING THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY HUMANS HAVE TOWARDS THE ENVIRONMENT.
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