
ap biology frq 2019
ap biology frq 2019 refers to the Free Response Questions (FRQ) section of the AP Biology exam
administered in 2019, which is essential for students seeking to demonstrate their understanding of
biology concepts and their application in real-world scenarios. The FRQ section is designed to
challenge students' analytical skills and their ability to communicate complex ideas effectively. This
article will provide an in-depth analysis of the 2019 FRQs, including a breakdown of the questions,
effective strategies for answering them, and insights into scoring. Additionally, we will explore the
key themes and concepts that were highlighted in the exam, which are vital for students preparing
for future AP Biology assessments.

In the following sections, we will delve into the structure of the 2019 AP Biology FRQ, review the
major topics covered, and discuss how students can best prepare for this critical component of the
exam.

Overview of AP Biology FRQ Format

Key Topics in AP Biology FRQ 2019

Strategies for Answering FRQs

Scoring Guidelines and Tips

Preparation Resources for Future Exams

Overview of AP Biology FRQ Format
The AP Biology exam is comprised of multiple-choice questions and free-response questions, with the
FRQ section being particularly significant as it accounts for 50% of the total exam score. The FRQs
are designed to assess students' understanding of biological concepts as well as their ability to apply
this knowledge analytically. In 2019, the structure of the FRQ section remained consistent with
previous years, featuring a variety of questions that require written responses.

Typically, the FRQ section consists of two long-form questions and four short-form questions. Each
long-form question generally presents a scenario that may involve data interpretation, experimental
design, or application of biological principles. The short questions often focus on specific concepts
and require concise, yet thorough explanations.

Key Topics in AP Biology FRQ 2019
The 2019 AP Biology FRQs covered a broad range of topics, reflecting the comprehensive curriculum
of the course. The key themes included cellular processes, ecology, genetics, evolution, and
organismal biology. Understanding these topics is crucial for students not only for the exam but also
for their overall grasp of biological sciences.



Cellular Processes
Questions related to cellular processes often involve mechanisms such as cellular respiration and
photosynthesis. Students are expected to illustrate their understanding of how these processes
function at both a molecular and cellular level. For instance, a question may ask students to explain
the steps of cellular respiration and the role of ATP in energy transfer.

Ecology
Ecological concepts were also a significant part of the 2019 FRQs. Students had to demonstrate
knowledge of ecosystems, population dynamics, and biogeochemical cycles. One question might
present a scenario involving an ecosystem disruption and ask students to analyze the effects on
species diversity.

Genetics and Evolution
Genetics and evolution questions tested students' understanding of inheritance patterns, mutation
rates, and natural selection. For example, a question could require students to interpret a Punnett
square or explain how genetic variation contributes to evolutionary processes.

Organismal Biology
Organismal biology questions focused on the structure and function of various organisms, including
plants and animals. Students may be asked to describe physiological adaptations or the impact of
environmental factors on organismal behavior.

Strategies for Answering FRQs
To excel in the FRQ section, students should adopt effective strategies for constructing their
responses. Here are some critical approaches to consider:

Read the questions carefully: Understanding what is being asked is crucial. Pay attention to
keywords and phrases that indicate the required response.

Organize your thoughts: Before writing, outline your answer. This helps ensure that you
cover all aspects of the question logically and coherently.

Use clear and concise language: Clarity is key in FRQs. Avoid overly complex sentences and
jargon unless necessary, and ensure your explanations are straightforward.

Support your answers with examples: Whenever possible, provide specific examples or
data to back your claims. This demonstrates a deeper understanding of the material.

Review and revise: If time permits, review your answers to correct any errors and enhance
clarity. This can make a significant difference in your final score.



Scoring Guidelines and Tips
The scoring for the FRQ section is based on a rubric that assesses the completeness and accuracy of
the responses. Each question is assigned a specific number of points, and to achieve a high score,
students must address all parts of the question thoroughly.

In general, the scoring guidelines emphasize the importance of:

Accuracy: Responses must be factually correct and reflect a clear understanding of biological
concepts.

Depth of Explanation: Answers should go beyond surface-level knowledge, demonstrating a
comprehensive grasp of the subject matter.

Logical Organization: Well-structured responses that follow a clear progression of ideas are
favored in scoring.

Use of Scientific Terminology: Appropriate use of terminology relevant to biology enhances
the quality of responses.

Preparation Resources for Future Exams
Preparing for the AP Biology FRQ section requires a combination of study materials, practice, and
understanding of exam formats. Students can utilize the following resources:

AP Biology Course Description: This document outlines the curriculum framework and key
concepts that will be tested.

Past Exam Questions: Reviewing previous years' FRQs can provide insight into common
themes and question formats.

Study Guides and Review Books: Many publishers offer comprehensive guides tailored to
the AP Biology curriculum.

Online Practice Tests: Taking practice exams can help students familiarize themselves with
the timing and pressure of the actual test.

By understanding the structure of the FRQ section and the types of questions that may be asked,
students can better prepare themselves for the AP Biology exam and achieve their desired scores.
Mastery of the subject matter, combined with effective test-taking strategies, will enhance
performance on the FRQs and solidify students' knowledge in biology.



Q: What are the Free Response Questions in AP Biology?
A: Free Response Questions (FRQs) in AP Biology are open-ended questions that assess students'
ability to apply biological concepts and communicate their understanding through written responses.
They typically include both long and short format questions.

Q: How many FRQs were on the AP Biology exam in 2019?
A: The 2019 AP Biology exam included a total of six free-response questions, which comprised two
long-form questions and four short-form questions, covering a wide range of biological topics.

Q: What topics were emphasized in the AP Biology FRQs of
2019?
A: The key topics emphasized in the 2019 AP Biology FRQs included cellular processes, ecology,
genetics, evolution, and organismal biology, reflecting the breadth of the AP Biology curriculum.

Q: How can students effectively prepare for the AP Biology
FRQs?
A: Students can effectively prepare for AP Biology FRQs by reviewing past exam questions, utilizing
study guides, practicing writing clear and concise responses, and understanding the scoring rubric
used by examiners.

Q: What is the importance of using scientific terminology in
FRQs?
A: Using appropriate scientific terminology in FRQs demonstrates a student's understanding of
biological concepts and enhances the clarity and professionalism of their responses, which is vital
for scoring well.

Q: Can you explain the scoring guidelines for AP Biology
FRQs?
A: The scoring guidelines for AP Biology FRQs focus on the accuracy of the content, depth of
explanation, logical organization of ideas, and appropriate use of scientific terminology, each
contributing to the overall score.

Q: What is the best strategy to manage time during the FRQ



section of the exam?
A: The best strategy to manage time during the FRQ section is to allocate specific amounts of time to
each question, read the questions carefully, outline answers before writing, and leave time at the
end to review responses.

Q: How important are examples in FRQ responses?
A: Providing examples in FRQ responses is very important as they support claims and demonstrate a
deeper understanding of the material, making the responses more persuasive and complete.

Q: What resources can help with studying for AP Biology
FRQs?
A: Helpful resources for studying for AP Biology FRQs include the AP Biology Course Description,
past exam questions, study guides, review books, and online practice tests that mimic the exam
environment.

Q: Are there any common mistakes to avoid when answering
FRQs?
A: Common mistakes to avoid when answering FRQs include failing to address all parts of the
question, being vague, using incorrect terminology, and not providing enough detail or specific
examples to support answers.
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